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CONFIDENTIAL SEOUL 7463 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR KS, US 

SUBJECT: ROKG RELATIONS WITH AMERICAN PRESS 
REF: SEOUL 7420 

1. BLUE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY KIM SEONG JIN CALLED 
ON ME NOVEMBER 8 TO REVIEW ONCE AGAIN JULIE MOON 
CASE. HE FIRST SOUGHT TO ASCERTAIN WHETHER THERE 
WAS ANY LEGAL BASIS FOR U.S. DENIAL OF HER ACCOMPANY- 
ING THE PRESIDENT AS MEMBER OF PRESS CORPS. I 
EXPLAINED THERE WAS NO BASIS FOR USG RESTRICTION 

OF HER GOING ALONG ON PRESIDENTIAL TRIP. KIM SEONG 
JIN ALSO RECOGNIZED. AS DID KIM CHONG YOM, ADVERSE 
PUBLIC REACTION TO BARRING HER ENTRY, ALTHOUGH HE 
MADE CLEAR JULIE MOON'S PUBLIC REQUEST FOR "POLITICAL 
ASYLUM" IN U.S. AND STRONG PUBLIC ATTACKS ON ROKG 
DEEPLY RANKLED. 

2. KIM AFFIRMED THAT ROK WOULD NOT RPT NOT BAR 
JULIE MOON'S ENTRY PROVIDED SHE WOULD TRAVEL 
WITH PRESS CORPS, ARRIVING AND DEPARTING WITH IT. 

I TOLD HIM THAT I ASSUMED THIS WOULD BE THE CASE, 

BUT WOULD REAFFIRM WITH WASHINGTON. KIM ALSO ASSUMED 
THAT JULIE MOON WOULD NOT RPT NOT ENGAGE IN OUTSIDE 
POLITICAL ACTIVITY DURING HER BRIEF STAY IN ROK AND 
ASKED ME TO HAVE THIS AFFIRMED IN WASHINGTON. 
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3. WOULD APPRECIATE AFFIRMATION FROM WASHINGTON OF ABOVE TWO 
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POINTS, SPECIFICALLY THAT .Tin, IF. MOON WILL TRAVEL 
TO AND FROM SEOUL WITH PRESS CORPS AND ENGAGE ONLY IN 
PRESS ACTIVITIES. WOULD ALSO APPRECIATE WORD WHETHER 
JULIE MOON HAS, IN FACT, APPLIED FOR PRESIDENTIAL TRIP. 

SNEIDER 
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